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Preface

This standard was developed with the financial support of the Technical Cooperation Project for
Enhanced Sustainable Natural Resource Management (SNRM2) funded by the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) and The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development will
implement it from 2021 to 2025.

This document provides detailed guidance on landscape and biodiversity protection to Recipient
Organisations, forest owners and other stakeholders in the implementation of Sustainable Forest
Management and Forest certification under the System. national forest certification (VFCS).



1. Scope of application

Scope of application: This guideline provides requirements for the protection of forest
biodiversity and landscapes in the development of a sustainable forest management plan.

2. Normative references

National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 2001. Law No. 28/2001/QH of June 29,
2001 Law on Cultural Heritage.

National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 2009. Law No. 32/2009/QH dated June
29, 2009 Law amending and supplementing a number of articles of the Law on Cultural Heritage.

National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 2017. Law No. 16/2017/QH dated
November 15, 2017 Law on Forestry.

National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 2018. Law No. 32/\VBHN-VPQH dated
December 10, 2018 Law on Biodiversity.

Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 2015. Decree No. 43/2015/ND-CP dated May
6, 2015 on Regulations on establishment and management of water source protection corridors.

Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 2010. Decree No. 98/2010/ND-CP dated
September 21, 2010 of the Government detailing the implementation of a number of articles of the
Law on Cultural Heritage and the law amending and supplementing a number of articles of the law
on cultural heritage.

Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 2017. Decree No. 109/2017/ND-CP dated
September 21, 2017 of the Government on regulations on management of world cultural and natural
heritage in Vietnam.

Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 2019. Decree No. 06/2019/ND-CP dated
January 22, 2019 of the Government on the management of endangered, precious and rare forest
plants and animals and implementation of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora.

Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 2021. Decree No. 84/2021/ND-CP dated
September 22, 2021 Amending and supplementing a number of articles of Decree 06/2019/ND-CP
dated 22 January 2019 of the Government on the management of endangered, precious and rare
forest plants and animals and the implementation of the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora.

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, 2018. Circular No. 28/2018/TT-BNNPTNT dated
16/11/2018 Regulations on sustainable forest management.

3. Terminology and definitions
In this baseline standard the following terms and definitions are used:
3.1. List of endangered, precious and rare species prioritized for protection

Is the list of precious and rare fauna and flora species specified in Decree 06/2019/ND-CP, Circular
No. 04/2017/TT-BNNPTNT, Vietnam Red Book 2007 and IUCN Red List 2019.

3.2. Cultural heritage

Including intangible cultural heritage and tangible cultural heritage, which are spiritual and material
products of historical, cultural and scientific value, which are handed down from generation to
generation in the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.



3.3. Historical and cultural sites

Construction works, locations and relics, antiquities and national treasures belonging to such works
or locations have historical, cultural and scientific value.

3.4. World cultural and natural heritage

Historical-cultural monuments, typical landscapes of Vietnam with outstanding global value in
terms of culture and nature, recognized by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (hereinafter referred to as UNESCO) inscribed on the World Heritage List.

3.5. Bbiodiversity

The richness of genes, species and ecosystems in nature.

3.6. Gene

Genetic unit, a segment of genetic material that determines specific characteristics of an organism.
3.7. Low-impact logging

The chain of harvesting activities from planning to harvesting and post-harvest operations ensures
low impact on the forest environment and biodiversity, in order to achieve economic logging
efficiency for the environment and society.

3.8. Enrichment planting

The silvicultural measure combining forest nourishment with additional planting of purpose trees in
certain quantities, while retaining existing purpose trees in the forest.

3.9. Endangered, precious and rare species prioritized for protection

Wild species, plant varieties, domestic animals, micro-organisms and fungi that are endemic, have
special scientific, medical, economic, ecological, landscape, environmental or cultural - historical
value that the number is small or threatened with extinction

3.10. Basin

A basin is the area of land surface in nature, where all the rainwater that falls will gather and drain
through a single outlet.

3.11. Sstrict protection subdivision
The intact preserved area of the national park, nature reserve, species and habitat conservation area.
3.12. Ecological restoration subdivision

The area is strictly managed and protected so that the forest can restore the natural ecosystem of
the national park, nature reserve, species and habitat conservation area.

3.13. Sustainable forest management

The method of forest governance ensures the achievement of forest protection and development
goals, does not degrade the values and enhances the value of forests, improves livelihoods, protects
the environment, contributes to maintaining national defense, security.

3.14. Access to genetic resources

Surveying and collection of genetic resources for research, development and production of
commercial products.

3.15. Buffer zone

The area surrounding and contiguous to the conservation area has the effect of preventing and
mitigating negative external impacts on the conservation area.
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4. Landscape protection
4.1. Landscape classification
Landscapes are classified according to the provisions of table 1
Table 1 — Regulations on landscape classification

Classification of
landscapes by type of Classification of landscapes by importance
heritage

. ] - Provincial-level monument, with typical local value.
Intangible cultural heritage P

- National monument, with typical national value.

- Special national monument, with special and typical value of the
Tangible cultural heritage | country.

- World cultural and natural heritage

4.2. Landscape protection requirements
4.2.1. Responsibility in landscape protection

State agencies, political organizations, socio-political organizations, social organizations, socio-
professional organizations, economic organizations, people's armed forces units and individuals
have the responsibility to protect and promote the value of cultural heritage.

4.2.2. Prohibited acts

Prohibited acts include:

- Usurping or falsifying cultural heritage;

- Destroying or threatening to destroy cultural heritage;

- lllegal digging of archaeological sites; illegally building, encroaching on land belonging to
historical - cultural monuments and scenic spots;

- lllegally buying, selling, exchanging and transporting relics, antiquities and national treasures
belonging to historical - cultural monuments and scenic spots; illegally sending relics, antiquities
and national treasures abroad;

- Taking advantage of the protection and promotion of cultural heritage values to commit illegal
acts.

4.2.3. Regulations on protection and construction of landscape protection works
4.2.3.1. Protected Area

4.2.3.1.1. Landscape protection area for monuments

The landscape protection area for the identified monument includes:

- Protected area | is the area with the original elements constituting the monument.

- Protection area Il is the area surrounding or contiguous with protection area I.

4.2.3.1.2. Landscape protection area for world cultural and natural heritage

Landscape protection areas for the world's cultural and natural heritage identified include:

- The World Heritage Area is defined as the area containing the original elements creating the
outstanding global value of the World Heritage.
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- The buffer zone of the world heritage area is the area surrounding or contiguous to the world
heritage area, which has the effect of creating an extra layer of protection for the world heritage
and is the place to organize activities to promote values of the world heritage.

4.2.3.1.3. General requirements for defining landscape protection areas

Protected areas must be identified by competent state agencies on the cadastral map, in the
documents of zoning for protection in the monument and heritage dossier, and must be marked
with landmarks in the field.

4.2.3.2. Regulations on protection and construction of landscape protection works
4.2.3.2.1. For monuments

Principles on protection and construction of landscape protection works for monuments are as
follows:

- Protected area | must be protected in its original state in terms of ground and space. In special
cases Where there is a requirement to build a work directly serving the protection and promotion of
the value of the monument, the construction must be approved in writing by the person competent
to rank such monument.

- Protection zone 11 is allowed to build works to protect and promote the monument value. For
provincial-level monument s, the written consent of the Chairman of the Provincial-level People's
Committees must be obtained, for national monuments and special national monument s, the
written consent of the Minister of Culture, Sports and Tourism must be obtained.

4.2.3.2.2. For cultural and natural world heritage

Principles on protection and construction of landscape protection works for heritages are as
follows:

- The world heritage area is protected as for the protection area | of the monument.
- The buffer zone of the world heritage area is protected as for protection zone Il of the monument.
4.2.3.2.3. Requirements for construction of landscape protection works

The construction of works must not affect the original elements constituting the monument,
heritage, natural landscape and environment - ecology of the monument or heritage.

5. Protection of the area with environmental protection function
5.1. Forests that have the function of protecting the soil and preventing erosion

Protecting the forests that have the function of protecting soil and preventing erosion according to
the following regulations:

- Areas with average slope above 35° not allowed to carry out logging activities. In case of
necessity, an access road to the surrounding harvesting area can be made.

- Areas with an average slope of 20° - 35° are allowed to carry out logging activities but must ensure
the following requirements and principles:

+ Ensure low impact logging requirements.

+ Do not harvest timber by hauling on the ground with heavy equipment.

+ Do not harvest timber and move harvesting equipment in the rainy season;
5.2. Forests that have the function of protecting water resources

5.2.1. Water source protection corridor

5.2.1.1. Water source protection corridor for hydropower and irrigation reservoirs
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Hydroelectricity and irrigation reservoirs with a capacity greater than one billion cubic meters
(1,000,000,000 m®) or with a capacity between ten million cubic meters (10,000,000 m?) and one
billion cubic meters (1,000,000,000 m®) but located in densely populated areas and areas with
national defense and security works, the extent of the water source protection corridor is the area
from the borderline whose elevation is equal to the highest water level corresponding to the design
flood to the borderline with elevation equal to the elevation of the lake bed clearance. For other
types of hydroelectricity and irrigation reservoirs, the water source protection corridor is the area
from the borderline with the elevation equal to the elevation of the dam crest to the borderline with
the elevation equal to the elevation of the lake bed clearance.

5.2.1.2. Water source protection corridor for rivers, streams and canals

Not less than 10 m from the edge of the bank for sections of rivers, streams and canals flowing
through urban centers and concentrated residential areas or planned for construction of urban
centers or concentrated residential areas. Not less than 05 m from the edge of the bank for sections
of rivers, streams and canals that do not flow through urban centers and concentrated residential
areas. In case a section of river, stream or canal is eroded or threatened with landslide or other
cases, the People's Committee of the province or city directly under the Central Government shall
consider and decide the scope of the water sources protection corridor according to regulations.

5.2.1.3. Water source protection corridor for natural lakes, artificial lakes in urban areas,
concentrated residential areas and other water sources

For natural lakes and artificial lakes in urban centers and concentrated residential areas; large lakes
and ponds with the function of regulating in other areas, the scope of the water source protection
corridor is not less than 10 m from the edge of the shore. For natural lagoons and water sources
related to religious and belief activities, with high values of biodiversity, cultural conservation and
protection and development of natural ecosystems, the scope of the water source protection corridor
is not less than 30 m from the edge of the shore. In case the water source is located in a nature
conservation area or within the scope of protection of historical and cultural relics, the provisions
of the law on nature conservation and protection of historical and cultural relics shall be complied
with.

5.2.1.4. Water source protection corridor for water basins
The entire area for those areas identified as basins.
5.2.2. Protection of the water source corridor

Do not cause landslides or erosion on the banks of rivers, streams, canals or reservoirs, or seriously
affect or threaten the stability and safety of rivers, streams, canals and reservoirs. Do not affect the
functions of the water source protection corridor approved by the competent state agency. Do not
adversely affect the landscape and ecological environment within the water source protection
corridor such as logging, grazing, using chemicals, etc. Implement measures to protect water
resources according to provisions of the law. Particularly for water basin, do not harvest timber and
haul it on the ground with heavy equipment in hilly areas, do not harvest timber and move
harvesting equipment in the rainy season.

6. Biodiversity protection
6.1. Genetic resources protection

It is strictly forbidden to illegally access genetic resources on the list of endangered, precious and
rare species prioritized for protection. To be allowed to manage and access genetic resources if
assigned to manage or grant a license to access genetic resources. Implement regulations on
conservation and sustainable development of genetic resources of the Law on Biodiversity.



6.2. Protection of wild animals and plants
6.2.1. Developing a list of forest fauna and flora

On the basis of biodiversity survey results, develop a new or additional list of forest fauna and
flora. Develop a list of endangered, precious and rare species prioritized for protection appearing
in the area. The list of rare and precious fauna and flora species is mentioned in Decree
06/2019/ND-CP, Circular No. 04/2017/TT-BNNPTNT, Vietnam Red Book 2007 and IUCN Red
List 20109.

6.2.2. Regulations on protection of forest fauna and flora
6.2.2.1. Distribution area

Do not carry out any human intervention activities except activities suitable for protection purposes
in areas identified as places where endangered and rare species, endemic, sub-endemic species of
forest flora and fauna distributes, exists.

6.2.2.2. Habitat

Do not conduct forestry activities during the mating and breeding season in areas identified as
habitats of endangered and rare, endemic and sub-endemic species of forest fauna and flora,
including their passageways.

6.2.2.3. Hunting and Exploitation

Itis not allowed to hunt and exploit rare and precious forest fauna and flora except for the scientific
research purpose; create original breeds for breeding, artificial cultivation and foreign affairs under
the Prime Minister's decision.

6.2.2.4. Raising, planting, exploiting, using and trading forest fauna and flora

Only implemented when licensed and ensured strict compliance with the provisions of the Law on
Biodiversity No. 32/VBHN-VPQH, Decree 06/2019/ND-CP, Decree 84/2021/ND_CP, Public
Cites Convention.

6.2.2.5. Prevention of forest pests

Identify areas at risk of pest impact, developing plan and measures for pest control. The contents
include a plan on measures to check and detect harmful organisms, prevention of harmful
organisms, pests and diseases, a training plan on the use of plant protection chemicals and a plan
for coordination with local authorities.

6.2.2.6. Control the use of imported species

Do not use imported species with adverse effects on the environment and invasive species
according to regulations. The introduction of animals, plants, genetic resources and
microorganisms must be approved by the competent authority. Places of cultivation of imported
species must have strict control measures to avoid encroachment on the outside. Maintain records
of the origin and use of imported species.

6.3. Protection of the ecosystem
6.3.1. Protection of rare ecosystems

Do not carry out any human intervention activities except activities suitable for protection purposes
in areas identified as rare ecosystems.

6.3.2. Protection of representative ecosystems

Do not carry out any human intervention activities except activities suitable for protection purposes
in the areas identified as representative ecosystems.
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6.3.3. Converting natural forests

Do not directly or indirectly convert natural forests and other ecologically important forest areas
(including on non-forested land) to other land uses, except in cases decided by a competent state
agency. Maintain documentation describing and assessing the conservation value of converted
areas (if any).

7. Enhancing the ecological and biodiversity value of the forest

Apply measures to promote natural regeneration and forest enrichment for natural forests. Only
plant forests on bare land, giving priority to the use of native tree species in forest restoration and
enrichment and afforestation. Prioritize planting mixed-species forests to enhance forest
biodiversity and sustainability. Do not use genetically modified trees in afforestation, unless there
iIs sufficient scientific data to show that their effects on human, animal and environmental health
are equivalent to or more positive than those of tranditionally improved trees. Specific measures
and agreements with local communities and people must be implemented to minimize the effects
of grazing on forest regeneration, growth and biodiversity.

8. Monitoring, evaluation

8.1. Developing a monitoring and evaluation plan

8.1.1. Regulations on time for developing monitoring and evaluation plans
Monitoring and evaluation plans are developed annually and every 5 years.
8.1.2. Contents of monitoring and evaluation plan

- Phan cong thuc hién gidm sat, danh gia va bdo céo

The content of the monitoring and evaluation plan includes:

- Implementation progress and resources.

- Monitoring and evaluation indicators according to the approved sustainable forest management
plan, process and attached form.

- Assign monitoring, evaluation and reporting procedure.

8.2. Implementing and executing the plan

Implement and execute according to the established plan.

8.3. Monitoring and evaluation results

Monitoring and evaluation results are reports, data, figures, maps on:
- Evolution of area, current status

- Process and results of activities to protect landscape and biodiversity
8.4. Recordkeeping

Developing a management system for record keeping and a map system to monitor forest
developments.



APPENDIX A
(Reference)
Identifying several landscape types and ratings

A.1l. Types of landscapes
A.1.1. Intangible cultural heritage

Including spiritual products associated with communities or individuals, related cultural objects
and spaces, with historical, cultural and scientific value, expressing the community's identity, and
constantly being recreated and passed down from generation to generation by word of mouth, craft,
performance and other forms.

A.1.2. Tangible cultural heritage

Including material products of historical, cultural and scientific value, including historical - cultural
monuments, scenic spots, relics, antiquities, national treasures.

A.2. Landscape Rating

Historical - cultural monuments, scenic spots (hereinafter referred to as monuments) are ranked as
follows:

A.2.1. Provincial monument
Provincial-level monuments are monuments of typical local value, including:

- Construction works, places marking important local historical events and landmarks or associated
with characters that have had a positive influence on the development of the locality in historical
periods;

- Architectural works, art works, architectural complexes, urban architecture overall and residence
places of value within the locality;

- Archaeological sites of local value;

- A natural landscape or a place with a combination of the natural landscape and valuable
architectural and artistic works in the locality.

A.2.2. National monument
A national monument is a monument of typical national value, including:

- Construction works, places marking important historical events or landmarks of the nation or
associated with famous national heroes, celebrities, political, cultural, artistic or scientific activists
with famous images important influence on the historical process of the nation;

- Architectural and artistic works, architectural complexes, overall urban architecture and residence
places of typical value in the development stages of Vietnamese architecture and art;

- Archaeological sites of outstanding value marking the development stages of archaeological
culture;

- Beautiful natural landscapes or places with a combination of natural landscapes with architectural
and artistic works or natural areas with scientific value in terms of geology, geomorphology,
geography and biodiversity, a particular ecosystem.

A.2.3. Special National Monument

A special national monument is a monument of special value typical of the country, including:
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- Construction works and locations associated with events marking a particularly important turning
point in the nation's history or associated with national heroes and typical celebrities who have had
a great influence on the historical process of the country. ethnic;

- Architectural and artistic works, architectural ensembles, overall urban architecture and residence
places of special value marking the development stages of Vietnam's architecture and art;

- Archaeological sites of outstanding value marking important stages of archaeological cultural
development in Vietnam and the world;

- Famous natural landscapes or places with a combination of natural landscapes with architectural
and artistic works of special value of the country or natural areas of geological and
geomorphological value, The famous geography, biodiversity and unique ecosystems of Vietnam
and the world.

11



APPENDIX B
(Reference)
Regulations on management and access to genetic resources

B.1. Genetic resource management
B.1.1. Regulations on management of genetic resources
- The State uniformly manages all genetic resources in the Vietnamese territory.

- The State assigns organizations and individuals to manage genetic resources according to the
following provisions:

+ The management board of the conservation area, the organization assigned to manage the
conservation area, shall manage the genetic resources in the conservation area;

+ Owners of biodiversity conservation facilities, scientific research and technology development
establishments, and genetic resource storage and preservation facilities shall manage genetic
resources at their facilities;

+ Organizations, households and individuals assigned to manage and use land, forests and water
surface shall manage genetic resources within their assigned management and use scope;

+ Commune-level People's Committees shall manage genetic resources in the area.

B.1.2. Rights and obligations of organizations, households and individuals assigned to
manage genetic resources

B.1.2.1. Rights of organizations, households and individuals assigned to manage genetic
resources

- Survey and collect genetic resources assigned to manage;

- Exchange, transfer and supply genetic resources assigned to management to other organizations
and individuals according to the provisions of law;

- Enjoy benefits from organizations and individuals accessing shared genetic resources according
to regulations.

B.1.2.2. Obligations of organizations and individuals assigned to manage genetic resources

- Notify competent state management agencies about activities of exchanging, transferring and
providing genetic resources to other organizations and individuals for use for research,
development and commercial product production purposes;

- Contract for accessing genetic resources and sharing benefits with organizations and individuals
licensed to access genetic resources in accordance with regulations;

- Control the survey and collection of genetic resources by organizations and individuals licensed
to access genetic resources;

- Take responsibility before law and competent state management agencies for the management of
genetic resources.

B.2. Access to genetic resources
B.2.2. Regulations on access to genetic resources

Organizations and individuals may only access genetic resources when they have been granted a
license to access genetic resources.
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B.2.3. Cases in which a license to access genetic resources is not granted
Cases in which a license to access genetic resources is not granted include:

- Genetic resources of species on the list of endangered precious and rare species prioritized for
protection, unless otherwise permitted by a competent state agency;

- The use of genetic resources poses a risk of harm to humans, the environment, security, defense
and national interests;

- In the case of national interest or public interest, the state management agency competent to grant
access to genetic resources has the right to grant permission to access genetic resources without
having to obtain the consent of the organization. households and individuals assigned to manage
genetic resources.

B.2.4. Rights and obligations of organizations and individuals licensed to access genetic
resources

B.2.4.1. Rights of organizations and individuals licensed to access genetic resources
Organizations and individuals licensed to access genetic resources have the following rights:

- Investigate and collect genetic resources and perform other activities according to the provisions
of the license to access genetic resources;

- Bring genetic resources that are not on the List of genetic resources banned from export out of
Vietnam's territory in accordance with law;

- Trade in products made from accessible genetic resources;

- Other rights as prescribed in the license to access genetic resources, contract for access to genetic
resources and benefit sharing.

B.2.4.2. Obligations of organizations and individuals licensed to access genetic resources
Organizations and individuals licensed to access genetic resources have the following obligations:
- Comply with the provisions of the license to access genetic resources;

- Report in writing to the agency competent to grant access to genetic resources on the results of
research, development, and commercial production of products within the time limit specified in
the license to access genetic resources;

- Sharing of benefits obtained with stakeholders, including the division of intellectual property
rights for innovative results on the basis of access to genetic resources and copyright of traditional
knowledge on genetic resources;

- Other obligations under the provisions of the license to access genetic resources, the contract for
access to genetic resources and benefit sharing.
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APPENDIX C
(Reference)
Some ecosystems are that are threatened or sensitive

C.1. Some ecosystems are that are threatened or sensitive
- Pure natural coniferous forest;

- Natural mixed broadleaved and coniferous forest;

- Forest on limestone mountains;

- Wetland ecosystems, freshwater marshes;

- Mangroves;

- Evergreen forest on the lowlands;

- Dipterocarp forest;

- Semi-deciduous forest;

- Transitional evergreen forest and semi-deciduous forest;
- Dwarf forest on top of mountain;

- Howling thorns or dry bells thorns;

- Mossy forest.
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